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July 16, 2006

The Gadhi bridge renewed
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Six years ago a young man from Makwanpur district’s Ambanjhang village came to us. He had hiked over several ridges to visit a mysterious (our first) ‘WireBridge’. He was sure his village needed one just like that. The unpredictable Samari river divides his community during the monsoon, making the daily trip to school or work hazardous for both children and adults. His own mother drowned at this proposed crossing.
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With a generous gift from the German embassy, a 2-wire bridge was constructed and served the people until an enormous flood two years ago tore away much of the valley’s farms. A floating tree hooked the bridge and pulled it down. Over 160 students attending the school (at top of photo above right) had to relocate to other, more distant schools. Damage is shown below.

It has taken two years of patient fund-raising, negotiation with the local parties, and working within Nepal’s conflict but a more fortified structure has been finished. We expect payment from the local authorities for their share of the costs within the next few weeks, at which point the bridge will be completed.
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I was able to visit the site last week, hiked up the hill, and got this gaggle of students to pose in front of their school.
Our field staff will get photos of the finished bridge which I’ll post to you. Meanwhile, my and their heartfelt thanks to each of you for your part in making good things happen in the world.

With best wishes to all,

David Sowerwine

email: dhsowerwine@earthlink.net      Tel/Fax: 650-853-1713      999 Olive Street Menlo Park, CA 94025
www.ecosystemsnepal.com   
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